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An to the Collection

Black Dog Black Night is a groundbreaking collection of contemporary
Vietnamese poetry that confronts the shadows of war, trauma, and lost
innocence. Edited by the renowned Vietnamese-American poet Nguyen
Qui Duc, this anthology features the work of thirty poets who have emerged
in the wake of the Vietnam War.

Through their powerful and often haunting verses, these poets explore the
lingering effects of war on individuals and communities, the complexities of
identity and displacement, and the search for meaning in the aftermath of
great suffering.

Themes of War and Trauma
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War is a central theme in Black Dog Black Night, with many poems
grappling with the horrors of the Vietnam War and its enduring legacy.
Poets such as Vo Thi Hanh and Nguyen Phong write of the brutality and
senselessness of war, while others, like Tran Tuong and Vi Thuy Linh,
explore the psychological scars left behind by conflict.
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Trauma is another prevalent theme, as the poets in this collection confront
the psychological and emotional wounds inflicted by war and oppression. In
her poem "The Wall," Nguyen Thi Hong Lien writes of the haunting
memories of those who have lost loved ones in war, while Le Anh Hoa's
poem "The Boat" explores the trauma of exile and displacement.

Exploring Identity and Displacement
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Photo: Nguyen Phuoc Duy, from the collection "Black Dog Black Night"

Black Dog Black Night also delves into the complexities of identity and
displacement, as many of the poets in this collection have lived through
periods of political upheaval and exile. In her poem "My Name," Hong Van
Hoa writes of the challenges of maintaining one's identity in a foreign land,
while Nguyen Duy's poem "Exile" explores the sense of loss and longing
that comes with being uprooted from one's home.

The Search for Meaning
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Despite the darkness that pervades much of this collection, there is also a
sense of hope and resilience. Many of the poets in Black Dog Black Night
search for meaning in the aftermath of suffering, finding solace in nature,
art, and human connection. In his poem "The Sea," Nguyen Quoc Chuong
writes of the healing power of the sea, while Nguyen Quang Thieu's poem
"The Moon in Exile" explores the possibility of finding beauty and wonder
even in the darkest of times.

Black Dog Black Night is an essential collection of contemporary
Vietnamese poetry that confronts the darkness but also points towards the
light. Through their powerful and moving verses, these poets give voice to
the experiences of war, trauma, and displacement, while also exploring the
complexities of identity and the search for meaning.

This anthology is a testament to the resilience of the Vietnamese people
and the indomitable spirit of poetry itself.
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Prime State of Mind: A Testament to
Mindfulness
Mindfulness is the practice of paying attention to the present moment,
without judgment. It has been shown to have many benefits,...

What We Must Do Now To Save Reproductive
Freedom
Roe v. Wade, the landmark Supreme Court case that legalized abortion
in the United States, has been overturned. This is a devastating blow to
reproductive...
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