
How Our Colleges Favor the Rich and Divide
America
American higher education is often hailed as a beacon of opportunity,
where students from all backgrounds can pursue their dreams. However, a
growing body of research suggests that this ideal is far from reality. In fact,
our colleges and universities are increasingly favoring the wealthy and
exacerbating social inequality.
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The Wealth Gap in College Admissions

One of the most striking examples of bias in college admissions is the
wealth gap. Studies have consistently shown that students from wealthy
families are more likely to be admitted to top colleges and universities than
students from poor families, even when they have similar academic
credentials. This gap is largely due to the fact that wealthy families have
access to better resources, such as private tutors, test prep courses, and
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college counselors, which can help them improve their children's chances
of getting into a selective school.

In addition to the wealth gap, there are a number of other factors that can
bias college admissions in favor of the wealthy, including:

Legacy preference: Many colleges and universities give preference to
children of alumni, who are disproportionately likely to be wealthy.

Race-based affirmative action: While affirmative action programs are
designed to increase the diversity of college campuses, they can also
benefit students from wealthy families who happen to be members of
underrepresented minority groups.

Financial aid: Although need-based financial aid programs can help
students from low-income families attend college, they are often not
enough to cover the full cost of attendance. This can make it difficult
for students from poor families to compete with students from wealthy
families who can afford to pay for college out of pocket.

The Consequences of a Wealthy Elite

The wealth gap in college admissions has a number of negative
consequences for society. First, it limits the opportunities of students from
poor families, who are less likely to have the resources to succeed in
college. This can lead to perpetuating cycles of poverty and inequality.

Second, the wealth gap in college admissions contributes to the creation of
a wealthy elite. Students from wealthy families are more likely to attend top
colleges and universities, which gives them a significant advantage in the



job market. This can lead to a concentration of power and wealth in the
hands of a few privileged individuals.

Third, the wealth gap in college admissions undermines the public's trust in
higher education. When people see that wealthy students are getting an
unfair advantage, they may start to question the value of a college degree.
This can lead to a decline in public support for higher education, which
would be devastating for our nation.

Solutions for a More Equitable System

There are a number of things we can do to address the wealth gap in
college admissions and create a more equitable system. First, we need to
increase access to high-quality education for all students, regardless of
their socioeconomic background. This means investing in early childhood
education, K-12 public schools, and need-based financial aid programs.

Second, we need to reform college admissions policies to reduce the
advantages that wealthy students enjoy. This includes eliminating legacy
preference, reforming affirmative action programs, and making financial aid
more generous. We also need to provide more support services for
students from low-income families, such as tutoring, mentoring, and
counseling.

Finally, we need to change the way we think about college. We need to
recognize that a college degree is not just a private good, but also a public
good. By investing in higher education, we are investing in the future of our
nation. We need to make sure that everyone has the opportunity to
succeed in college, regardless of their socioeconomic background.



The wealth gap in college admissions is a serious problem that is
perpetuating social inequality and undermining the public's trust in higher
education. We need to take action to address this problem and create a
more equitable system. By investing in early childhood education, K-12
public schools, and need-based financial aid programs, we can increase
access to high-quality education for all students. We can also reform
college admissions policies to reduce the advantages that wealthy students
enjoy and provide more support services for students from low-income
families. By working together, we can build a more equitable and just
system of higher education.
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Prime State of Mind: A Testament to
Mindfulness
Mindfulness is the practice of paying attention to the present moment,
without judgment. It has been shown to have many benefits,...

What We Must Do Now To Save Reproductive
Freedom
Roe v. Wade, the landmark Supreme Court case that legalized abortion
in the United States, has been overturned. This is a devastating blow to
reproductive...
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