
Symphony No. 485 for String Quartet Viola: A
Comprehensive Analysis and Appreciation

Symphony No. 485 for String Quartet Viola, composed by Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart in 1782, is a remarkable chamber music composition that
showcases the depth and brilliance of the composer's genius. It is a
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complex and sophisticated work that explores a wide range of emotions
and musical ideas. This article will provide a comprehensive analysis and
appreciation of Symphony No. 485, examining its structure, themes, and
the unique role of the viola in the quartet.

Structure

Symphony No. 485 is a four-movement work in the traditional classical
sonata form. The movements are as follows:

Symphony No.5 - D.485 for String Quartet (Viola): in
four movements (Symphony No.5 by Schubert - String
Quartet Book 3) by Julissa Cardenas

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 8667 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 17 pages
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

1. Allegro 2. Andante 3. Menuetto: Allegretto 4. Allegro vivace

The first movement, Allegro, sets the tone for the symphony with its lively
and energetic tempo. The movement is in sonata form, featuring two main
themes. The first theme is introduced by the viola, with the other
instruments providing accompaniment. The second theme is more lyrical
and sweeping, played by the violins in their higher register. The
development section explores and transforms the thematic material,

FREE

https://guidebook.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlFzZE1cLzZ2V21KZUs4MGFOQVlWWU9wNG5kOGkzWG9VN0NMdFRsWStGY1NJc200K1RnZ1Z5dWxiOFNoc0VldngzajVCb1VcL0lsaHdQS1h2TU84bEJJS1wvVVI5ek9NSG9ZWWNTeUV5Y2E5U3FcLzgwQzhRYlF2OGFOUWFFUWcxQ1kxbDUzQmVFNlJ1aHoxekhXMVwvckNYSG5jY2N4NE1ucURBU1djTkMrR2hPYmYyOHVGMGUreDRwY3RHdW5RMTNLM1NDU1AwaDhYOWp0Yzd6VzhtQklIMXF6YTBGWDl2bURCRXMyeU9SMVh4ZXhFaE95WURadjhxS3FuQnBtZXdObXdqZkVcL2JcL2pcL2U0ak5mZU1TcGlNUkZcL0lnPT0iLCJpdiI6IjViYTRlZjI0MTZmZjYwOTc3OWRjODhlZDEzN2RhZmZjIiwicyI6IjdhNWViZmEyODVjM2U4NmMifQ%3D%3D
https://guidebook.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjMwVWlSTmh5ZlJNdXRxY1g2SndORzJCbnVtT2dBNlJRaWdudGh6S1YzR3NsMit2dFNpQ05jaVY3SE5vbXJcL0R1cVd5NzE0ekZ0cDdHbkZjN3VEemV1dlgxeWxLSnh5MjVqZ0FZWHFMK25GQzA0RUhTNHl4S2J5ZGYrN0xZcFJTa3hXTDZJb2VSYW1mWnlcL2FyWmN5bkQ1VzBaV25EbkV6cWtzZ1RNdTNkVCtzVWVIVDZsN1FSRXVvYjBMaVRPT2lsWk5tZ0hkWUJ0TkM0WklWXC8ya3pmWkZaaTNoa05MTEJNaDJNejNET3JGTzE5ajFHcnhHMTJzdTVDOUxjWk05RU5BR2lRK0w5XC8ybjlMMStMS3pramVuZz09IiwiaXYiOiJjZTNlNjFmMDVhYjQwNmU4NDBhNDg2ZmU5ZDc2MWMxZCIsInMiOiIxMjM2MDNjMjdhY2RjNmRiIn0%3D
https://guidebook.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImJpNGhReGlvREc5V3k5UE95bWxNUUpNUzFHZ1wvSHN0TnZJRSthYTBWcURpZWtoWWlwNTJwT2pYa3gzeFRWZ3AxaVQ0WU8xZFc3aUxzK3ZqWlFGK1p4K2srNmxTSEdSS1FWdEZqbStIWkQreW9LdXZ3aTdmMGhqUjlcLzFLYXdnQityQ3dheFVjeEI2MEZNZTN4eEJOXC9BU1wvM2ZudnEyOGJEQUUzS1JNbGora1g2XC9wdFlZSG90MWxvVUhKQ1l4RGF2OWM4b2VcL2ZhYnd6RG5Zd3Fmd3dCa3dCYk5ZbHJkdUQ2aUx3bmE1dUVSZGhkUlMxOG1LUm9raXRzQk1cL2JDRk5kVjNUdGZOdEZFXC9JQjBBd2FWd2JLenc9PSIsIml2IjoiM2U3NjQ2N2VhY2MwNTg0OGM4MjU3YjA3NDA0NDIwMGEiLCJzIjoiNjhjNjhkNDE4M2E5MmZiNyJ9


modulating through various keys. The movement concludes with a
recapitulation of both themes and a brilliant coda.

The second movement, Andante, provides a striking contrast to the first
movement with its slow and serene tempo. The movement is in ternary
form, featuring a lyrical A section, a contrasting B section, and a return to
the A section. The viola plays a prominent role in this movement, carrying
the main melody in the A section and providing a gentle accompaniment in
the B section. The movement concludes with a tranquil coda, creating a
sense of peace and reflection.

The third movement, Menuetto: Allegretto, is a lively and playful dance
movement. The movement is in ternary form, featuring a contrasting trio
section in the middle. The viola plays a prominent role in the trio section,
leading the melody with a graceful and intricate line. The movement
concludes with a spirited return to the main menuetto theme.

The fourth movement, Allegro vivace, is a fast and energetic finale. The
movement is in sonata form, featuring two main themes. The first theme is
introduced by the viola, with the other instruments providing a rhythmic
accompaniment. The second theme is more lyrical and sweeping, played
by the violins in their higher register. The development section explores and
transforms the thematic material, modulating through various keys. The
movement concludes with a recapitulation of both themes and a brilliant
coda.

Themes

Symphony No. 485 explores a wide range of themes and emotions. The
first movement presents a strong and energetic theme, while the second



movement offers a contrasting theme of lyricism and serenity. The third
movement introduces a lively and playful dance theme, while the fourth
movement returns to a more energetic and triumphant theme.

Throughout the symphony, the viola plays a significant role in carrying the
main themes and providing melodic support. The viola's warm and rich tone
lends a unique character to the overall sound of the quartet.

The Role of the Viola

The viola holds a special place in Symphony No. 485. Unlike in many other
chamber music works where the viola often plays a supporting role, in this
symphony, it is given a more prominent and independent voice. The viola
introduces the main theme in the first movement, carries the melody in the
second movement, and leads the trio section in the third movement.

The viola's unique sound and extended range allow it to explore a wide
range of expressive possibilities. In Symphony No. 485, the viola provides
a rich and warm foundation for the other instruments, while also
contributing its own distinct melodic lines and harmonic colors.

Symphony No. 485 for String Quartet Viola is a masterpiece of chamber
music that showcases the depth and brilliance of Mozart's genius. Its
complex and sophisticated structure, memorable themes, and the unique
role of the viola make it a captivating and rewarding work to listen to and
appreciate. Symphony No. 485 continues to be performed and recorded by
renowned string quartets worldwide, ensuring its enduring legacy as one of
the greatest works in the classical repertoire.
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