
The American Revolution: Causes,
Discontents, and the Road to Independence,
1773-1783
The American Revolution was a pivotal event in the history of the United
States, marking the country's break from British rule and the establishment
of an independent republic. The causes of the Revolution were complex
and varied, and the path to independence was marked by both conflict and
compromise.

This article explores the key events, people, and ideas that shaped the
American Revolution, shedding light on the causes of colonial discontent
and the eventual triumph of independence.
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The American Revolution was sparked by a combination of political,
economic, and social factors. These factors included:

Taxation without representation: The British government imposed a
series of taxes on the American colonies without giving them any
representation in Parliament. This led to growing resentment among
colonists, who argued that they were being taxed without their consent.

British attempts to control colonial trade: The British government
also passed a series of laws that restricted colonial trade, limiting the
colonists' ability to trade with other countries. These laws led to
economic hardship for many colonists, who relied on trade for their
livelihoods.

Enlightenment ideas: The American Revolution was also influenced
by Enlightenment ideas, which emphasized the importance of
individual liberty, natural rights, and the consent of the governed.
These ideas helped to shape the colonists' view of themselves and
their relationship with the British government.

The Road to Independence

The American Revolution began in 1775 with the Battle of Lexington and
Concord, and ended in 1783 with the signing of the Treaty of Paris. In
between, the American colonists fought a long and bloody war for
independence, which they eventually won with the help of France and other
European allies.

The path to independence was marked by several key events, including:



The Declaration of Independence: In 1776, the American colonies
issued the Declaration of Independence, which proclaimed their
independence from Great Britain. The Declaration of Independence
was a bold declaration of the colonists' beliefs in individual liberty and
the right to self-government.

The Battle of Saratoga: In 1777, the American army defeated the
British army at the Battle of Saratoga. This victory was a turning point
in the war, as it convinced France to enter the war on the side of the
Americans.

The Treaty of Paris: In 1783, the United States and Great Britain
signed the Treaty of Paris, which officially ended the Revolutionary
War and recognized the independence of the United States.

The Legacy of the Revolution

The American Revolution was a watershed event in the history of the
United States. It established the United States as an independent republic,
and it laid the foundation for the country's democratic institutions.

The Revolution also had a profound impact on the world. It inspired other
revolutions around the globe, and it helped to spread the ideals of liberty
and self-government.

People and Ideas of the Revolution

The American Revolution was shaped by a diverse group of people,
including:

George Washington: The commander-in-chief of the American army
during the Revolutionary War, Washington was a brilliant military



strategist and a respected leader. He is considered one of the greatest
generals in American history.

Thomas Jefferson: The author of the Declaration of Independence,
Jefferson was a brilliant writer and a passionate advocate for individual
liberty. He went on to serve as the third President of the United States.

Benjamin Franklin: A scientist, inventor, and diplomat, Franklin was a
leading figure in the American Revolution. He represented the United
States in France during the war, and he played a key role in securing
the French alliance.

The American Revolution was also influenced by a number of
Enlightenment thinkers, including:

John Locke: Locke's ideas on natural rights and the social contract
had a profound impact on the American colonists. His writings helped
to shape the colonists' view of their relationship with the British
government.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Rousseau's ideas on popular sovereignty
and the general will also influenced the American colonists. His
writings helped to inspire the colonists' desire for self-government.

Timeline of the American Revolution

1773
Boston Tea Party: American colonists disguised as Mohawk Indians dump
342 chests of tea into Boston Harbor in protest of British taxation.

1775



Battles of Lexington and Concord: The first military engagements of the
American Revolution take place in Massachusetts.
1776
Declaration of Independence: The American colonies issue the
Declaration of Independence, proclaiming their independence from Great
Britain.

1777
Battle of Saratoga: The American army defeats the British army at the
Battle of Saratoga, a turning point
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Prime State of Mind: A Testament to
Mindfulness
Mindfulness is the practice of paying attention to the present moment,
without judgment. It has been shown to have many benefits,...

What We Must Do Now To Save Reproductive
Freedom
Roe v. Wade, the landmark Supreme Court case that legalized abortion
in the United States, has been overturned. This is a devastating blow to
reproductive...
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