The Lumberjack Dove: A Powerful Poem

About the Loss of Innocence and the Ravages
of War

The Lumberjack Dove is a powerful poem by Randall Jarrell that explores
the loss of innocence and the ravages of war. The poem is set in a forest
during wartime, and it follows the experiences of a young dove who
witnesses the horrors of war firsthand. The dove is eventually killed by a
lumberjack, and the poem ends with a powerful message about the futility
of war and the importance of peace.
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The poem begins with a description of the forest in which the dove lives.
The forest is a peaceful and idyllic place, full of life and beauty. The dove is
a young and innocent bird, and it is unaware of the dangers that lurk
outside of its home.

One day, the war comes to the forest. The dove hears the sound of gunfire
and explosions, and it sees the trees being felled by the lumberjacks. The
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dove is frightened and confused, and it does not understand what is
happening.

The dove flies away from the forest, but it is soon caught in a trap. It is
taken to a lumber camp, where it is forced to watch as the lumberjacks cut
down the trees. The dove is horrified by what it sees, and it tries to escape,
but it is unable to.

One day, the dove is released from its trap. It flies back to the forest, but it
is no longer the same innocent bird that it once was. The dove has seen
the horrors of war, and it has lost its innocence.

The dove flies to the top of a tree and sings a song. The song is a lament
for the lost innocence of the forest and for the victims of war. The dove's
song is a powerful reminder of the futility of war and the importance of
peace.

The Lumberjack Dove is a powerful and moving poem that explores the
devastating effects of war on the innocent. The poem is a reminder of the
importance of peace and the need to protect the innocent from the horrors
of war.

Analysis

The Lumberjack Dove is a complex and multi-layered poem. The poem can
be interpreted on many different levels, and it has been the subject of much
critical analysis.

One of the most important themes in the poem is the loss of innocence.
The dove is a young and innocent bird, and it is unaware of the dangers



that lurk outside of its home. When the war comes to the forest, the dove is
forced to witness the horrors of war firsthand. The dove is horrified by what
it sees, and it loses its innocence.

Another important theme in the poem is the futility of war. The war has no
clear purpose, and it only results in death and destruction. The dove's song
at the end of the poem is a lament for the lost innocence of the forest and
for the victims of war. The dove's song is a powerful reminder of the futility
of war and the importance of peace.

The Lumberjack Dove is a powerful and moving poem that explores the
devastating effects of war on the innocent. The poem is a reminder of the
importance of peace and the need to protect the innocent from the horrors
of war.

Additional Resources

* The Lumberjack Dove by Randall Jarrell * The Lumberjack Dove: A
Critical Analysis * The Lumberjack Dove: A Study Guide
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Prime State of Mind: A Testament to
Mindfulness

Mindfulness is the practice of paying attention to the present moment,
without judgment. It has been shown to have many benefits,...

What We Must Do Now To Save Reproductive
Freedom

Roe v. Wade, the landmark Supreme Court case that legalized abortion
in the United States, has been overturned. This is a devastating blow to
reproductive...
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