
The Newcomes and Other Works by William
Makepeace Thackeray: A Literary Journey
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William Makepeace Thackeray (1811-1863) was an eminent Victorian
novelist, satirist, and illustrator. His works offer a keen-eyed examination of
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the social and moral landscape of his time. This article focuses on one of
his most celebrated novels, The Newcomes, and explores other notable
works by Thackeray, providing insights into his literary style, themes, and
critique of Victorian society.
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The Newcomes: A Tale of Love, Loss, and Family

First published in 1855, The Newcomes is widely considered Thackeray's
masterpiece. It chronicles the lives of the Newcome family, capturing the
complexities of human relationships, the pursuit of wealth and status, and
the impact of the Crimean War. The novel revolves around Colonel Thomas
Newcome, a retired military officer who embodies the ideals of honor and
integrity. His relationship with his mother, Sarah, is a testament to the
enduring bond between a parent and child.

The novel also examines the romantic entanglements of the younger
Newcomes. Clive, the colonel's son, falls in love with Ethel Newcome, his
cousin. However, their relationship is hindered by societal expectations and
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the disapproval of Ethel's wealthy aunt, Lady Kew. The novel's portrayal of
love, marriage, and social ambition offers a nuanced commentary on the
complexities of Victorian society.

Themes in Thackeray's Works

Thackeray's writings are characterized by several recurring themes:

Social Commentary: Thackeray was a keen observer of society, and
his works often satirize the hypocrisy, vanity, and materialism of the
upper classes. He exposes the artificiality of social norms and the
emptiness of chasing wealth and status.

The Vanity of Human Nature: Thackeray believed that human beings
are inherently flawed and prone to vanity. His characters are often
driven by self-interest and a desire for approval, leading them into
foolish and destructive choices.

The Importance of Love and Family: Despite his satirical wit,
Thackeray also believed in the enduring power of love and family. His
works often portray the transformative nature of these relationships
and explore the emotional bonds that unite people.

Other Notable Works by William Makepeace Thackeray

Beyond The Newcomes, Thackeray is known for several other
significant works:

Vanity Fair (1848): This satirical novel follows the rise and fall of
Becky Sharp, an ambitious social climber who uses deceit and
manipulation to achieve her goals. It is one of Thackeray's most
popular works, known for its biting wit and memorable characters.



Pendennis (1848-1850): This bildungsroman traces the journey of
Arthur Pendennis, a young man who learns to navigate the
complexities of society and find his place in the world. It explores
themes of youth, love, and artistic ambition.

Henry Esmond (1852): Set during the reign of Queen Anne, this
historical novel tells the story of Henry Esmond, a young man who
falls in love with his childhood friend. It is considered a masterpiece
of historical fiction and is known for its elegant prose and rich
characterization.

Thackeray's Literary Style

Thackeray's writing style is characterized by its wit, irony, and the use of
colloquial language. He often employs satire to expose the foibles of his
characters and society as a whole. His prose is both elegant and
accessible, capturing the nuances of Victorian speech and manners.
Thackeray also makes frequent use of digressions and asides, which
provide insights into his characters' thoughts and motivations.

Legacy and Influence

William Makepeace Thackeray is widely regarded as one of the
greatest Victorian novelists. His works have had a profound impact on
English literature, providing a compelling critique of society and
exploring universal human themes. Thackeray's characters are
memorable and relatable, his prose is sharp and witty, and his insights
into human nature remain relevant today.

His novels continue to be read and studied by scholars and students
alike, cementing his legacy as a master of realism and social



commentary. Thackeray's works are not only a reflection of Victorian
society but also a timeless exploration of the human condition.

William Makepeace Thackeray's The Newcomes and other works offer
a captivating literary journey through Victorian society. Thackeray's
keen eye for social satire, his exploration of human vanity, and his belief
in the transformative power of love and family are all evident in his
writings. His wit, irony, and elegant prose make him a pleasure to read,
while his insights into human nature remain as relevant today as they
were in the 19th century. Thackeray's legacy as a master of realism and
social commentary ensures that his works will continue to be enjoyed
and studied for generations to come.
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Prime State of Mind: A Testament to
Mindfulness
Mindfulness is the practice of paying attention to the present moment,
without judgment. It has been shown to have many benefits,...

What We Must Do Now To Save Reproductive
Freedom
Roe v. Wade, the landmark Supreme Court case that legalized abortion
in the United States, has been overturned. This is a devastating blow to
reproductive...
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