Who Gets In And Why: A Deep Dive into
College Admissions

Getting into college is a rite of passage for many young people. It's a time

of great excitement and anticipation, but it can also be a time of stress and
anxiety. With so much riding on the line, it's natural to wonder: who gets in
and why?
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The answer to this question is not always straightforward. There are a
number of factors that colleges consider when making admissions
decisions, and the weight given to each factor can vary from school to
school. However, there are some general trends that can help you
understand what colleges are looking for in their applicants.

Academic Performance
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Academic performance is one of the most important factors that colleges
consider when making admissions decisions. This includes your grades,
test scores, and class rank. Colleges want to see that you have a strong
academic foundation and that you are prepared to handle the rigors of
college coursework.

There is no one-size-fits-all answer to the question of what grades and test
scores you need to get into college. However, it's generally a good idea to
aim for a GPA of 3.5 or higher and to score in the top 50% on standardized
tests like the SAT or ACT. If your grades or test scores are lower than you
would like, don't despair. There are other factors that colleges consider, and
you can still improve your chances of getting in by excelling in other areas.

Extracurricular Activities

Extracurricular activities are another important factor that colleges consider
when making admissions decisions. They want to see that you are a well-
rounded individual with a variety of interests. Extracurricular activities can
also show colleges that you are passionate about something and that you
are willing to work hard to achieve your goals.

There is no one right way to choose extracurricular activities. The best
activities for you are the ones that you enjoy and that you are good at.
However, it's important to choose activities that will help you develop skills
that are valued by colleges, such as leadership, teamwork, and
communication.

Personal Statements

The personal statement is your chance to tell colleges who you are and
why you want to attend their school. This is your opportunity to share your



unique experiences, perspectives, and goals. The personal statement is
also a way for colleges to get to know you on a more personal level.

There is no one right way to write a personal statement. However, it's
important to be honest and authentic. Avoid clichés and try to write
something that is unique to you. The personal statement should also be
well-written and error-free.

Other Factors

In addition to academic performance, extracurricular activities, and
personal statements, colleges may also consider other factors when
making admissions decisions. These factors can include:

= Legacy status (whether or not you have family members who have
attended the college)

= First-generation status (whether or not you are the first person in your
family to attend college)

= Diversity (whether or not you come from a group that is
underrepresented on college campuses)

= Athletic ability (whether or not you are a talented athlete)
= Financial need (whether or not you need financial assistance to attend

college)

The weight given to each of these factors can vary from school to school.
However, it's important to be aware of all the factors that colleges consider
when making admissions decisions.



Getting into college is a competitive process, but it is also a process that is
based on a number of factors. By understanding what colleges are looking
for in their applicants, you can improve your chances of getting into your
dream school.

Here are a few tips to help you increase your chances of getting into
college:
= Get good grades and test scores.

= Get involved in extracurricular activities that you enjoy and that you are
good at.

=  Write a strong personal statement that is honest, authentic, and well-
written.

= Be aware of all the factors that colleges consider when making
admissions decisions.

= Apply to a variety of schools that are a good fit for you.

With hard work and dedication, you can achieve your dream of going to
college.
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